Nurse Practitioner Competency Evaluation: LEVEL IV (6758)
Student Name_____________________________________ Specialty Option _________ Number of Clinical Hours Completed _______ Semester/Year ____

LEVEL IV (Proficient) students are expected to demonstrate the role of the nurse practitioner through competence in clinical and management skills. Preceptor oversight for Level IV students should be primarily for validation of competency and ensuring patient safety. Students must successfully demonstrate competency in all outcomes to successfully complete the NP Option and Program. By the end of Level IV, students should be ready to assume safe entry-to-practice as an advanced practice nurse.
Characteristics of Level IV students
· Gains mastery of recognizing critical aspects of the clinical situation 





· Relies on intuition and prior experience to guide clinical actions
· Decision-making appears easy, more abstract 


· Grasps the clinical situation from a holistic perspective 
· Ascertains the nuances of the clinical situation 
· Ascertains the nuances of the clinical situation 
· Actions are guided by the specific context 
	Competency
(Level IV)
	Skill
	Exceeds expected level
	At expected level
	Minimum competency, needs improvement
	Below expected level
	Comments

	A
	Knowledge / Integration of Skills

	1
	Knowledge of Anatomy & Pathophysiology

Consistently integrates findings of anatomy and pathophysiology into differential diagnoses and care plan
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Physical Exam (PE)  Techniques & Skills 

Demonstrates knowledge and application of advanced exam skills and techniques. At this level, it is expected that students will require only minimal assistance with refining techniques and use of appropriate diagnostic equipment
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Uses Clinical Guidelines

Consistently identifies and utilizes available clinical guidelines to create client-specific, theory driven and evidence-based plan of care
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Evidence-Based Practice

Consistently identifies and utilizes appropriate resources to support decision-making  and care (as part of safe practice and prescribing skill sets).

	
	
	
	
	

	B
	Communication Skills

	5
	Interview Skills

Uses comprehensive, problem-focused, respectful, and culturally sensitive interview skills to obtain organized client-specific data
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	Professional Behaviors

Works respectfully, professionally and collaboratively with agency’s health care team  toward client’s care goals
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	Case Presentation

Presents client encounter to preceptor and other professionals in an organized, systematic format, and includes all pertinent data.  At this stage, students need to demonstrate the ability to clearly and accurately differentiate subjective and objective data, including diagnosis and treatment plan formation. Students should be able to provide appropriate defense and support for clinical reasoning
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	Written Communication
Documents patient encounters according to agency format. At this level, students should be able to independently complete this skill. Evaluation focuses on skill in documentation that clearly and accurately differentiates subjective and objective data, identifies diagnosis and contains detailed treatment plan. Documentation of care meets legal and ethical guidelines 
	
	
	
	
	

	C
	Assessment Skills

	9
	History Taking

Obtains health history relevant to clinical situation. At this level, evaluation outcomes include: ability to gather adequate data to appropriately assess patient situation, ability to target and focus on pertinent elements, and ability to use a systematic and organized manner to the encounter

	
	
	
	
	

	10
	Psychosocial & Developmental Assessment 

Collects and assesses relevant psychosocial and developmental health data as relevant to the patient encounter. Incorporate these elements into treatment plan and counseling
	
	
	
	
	

	11
	Diagnostic & Laboratory Data 

Identifies and orders supportive diagnostic/lab evaluations, and develops appropriate treatment plans around interpretation of diagnostic and laboratory testing data. At this level, students are able to present logical rationale for testing and treatments based on screening standards, pathology, or treatment guidelines
	
	
	
	
	

	D
	Critical Thinking/ Intervention Skills

	12
	Diagnostic Reasoning Skills

Demonstrates advanced reasoning skills, problem-solving skills and critical thinking skills in formulating  differential diagnoses and treatment plan, including the ability to synthesize, prioritize data to  formulate the list of  differential diagnoses. At this level, students are encouraged to demonstrate this skill by discussing potential differential diagnoses and then elaborating on the reasons to either select or reject each potential diagnosis, and rationale for selected treatment options
	
	
	
	
	

	13
	Therapeutic Plan

With limited to no assistance, student is able to formulate treatment/management plan. At this level, outcome evaluation focuses on the ability to  develop a complete plan of care that is client centered, comprehensive, culturally sensitive, theory-guide, evidence-based with attention to diagnostic, treatment and pharmacotherapeutics, with educational interventions appropriate for the client.
	
	
	
	
	

	14
	Adaptation of Therapeutic Plan

Adapts  the therapeutic plan, in a timely manner according to the client’s response to therapy
	
	
	
	
	

	E
	Humanistic / Caring / Relationship Skills

	15
	Views Client as Holistic Being

Respects social and cultural context of client’s health care.
	
	
	
	
	

	16
	Interaction with Client/Family/Community

Identifies  issues of concern for client / family /community and develops plan to address these concerns and/or refer,  as appropriate
	
	
	
	
	

	17
	Client/Family Advocate

Serves as client/family advocate
	
	
	
	
	

	F
	Management Skills

	18
	Case Management

Coordinates care for complex clients. Includes patients on multiple medications, multiple conditions or complex social situations. Care management may include coordination with other health professionals
	
	
	
	
	

	19
	Cost Issues

Considers cost issues in care delivery, and utilizes cost, efficacy/evidence-based findings and patient’s ability to engage in care as factors in care managemen.
	
	
	
	
	

	20
	Time Utilization

Utilizes time efficiently and effectively. At this level, outcome competency is evaluated on ability to manage simple acute issues in 20 min, complex clients in 30-40 minutes. Anticipate ability to carry 85-90% of preceptor case load in a primary care setting 
	
	
	
	
	

	G
	Teaching Skills

	21
	Health Promotion / Preventive Care

Integrates  health promotion and disease prevention into plan of care (for example: noting Td is due while patient presents for HTN follow up and ordering that one be given at time of visit, or providing a referral for a screening colonoscopy for an age-appropriate client that is being seen for an acute/episodic concern) 
	
	
	
	
	

	22
	Health Teaching

Provides client education that is evidence-based and appropriate to client situation. Education should include adequate detail regarding health status, anticipated resolution/long-term implications, pharmogologic interventions, follow up parameters, and preventative health education
	
	
	
	
	

	H
	Ethics and Leadership

	23
	Ethical Practice

Applies ethical standards to the client’s care according to the nursing code of ethics considering client’s race, culture, language, literacy, gender, sexual orientation, and disability status.
	
	
	
	
	

	24
	Advanced Practice Nurse Role

Assumes APN role through demonstrated responsibility for establishing diagnosis, formulating treatment options, collaborating with other professionals as appropriate and professionalism in the clinical setting. At this stage, students should require LIMITED to NO assistance in differential diagnosis and plan formation
	
	
	
	
	


Rate Student’s overall clinical performance. When comparing this student to other students you have worked with who are at this level of education, please place a line at the appropriate point on the scale that reflects this student’s performance.      

Outstanding


Fair


Poor

/---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------/
Observed Student Strengths:

Areas of Continued Growth/Skill Development: 

__________________________________________________

Preceptor Signature                                                                      Date

___________________________________________________

Student Signature                                            Date Reviewed with Preceptor

In my professional opinion, this student is ready to graduate and assume the role of a beginning NP in general practice.

__________________________________________________

Preceptor Signature                                                                      Date
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