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Christianthemer·, ·~ofr~;~~~~~i~~j cimce of nature 
The humanist concept of 

the Renaissance. mode of · 
initaly,later in northern 
sis upon individual 
cent classical. models 
me,ntality can :be 
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his death. 
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small German toWn. of Ulm, where he 
rolr>awliol•edayshut up in his room in the company 

He · ····•·. · . to revieW his 
riight he had a 

'"' J.;i<• H;a,-,11 t'hP.r·e j,s the ·•following 
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studied Gr~ek, l.atin, history, literature, 
91 
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. my<oWJI reason, to all 
·as mtiversally !i·ue. 

certain truth which 
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These .ate the~ most readily/believed ofllll:; I>ln 
deceptive, 
For 

fall into errot SOII'filltilllteS·. 
·In art· elfott to ;push 

extJ;eme; and<for. lack 
Descartes 
po}\lerful demon 
know· best? ·In that 

DOUBTINGTOBELI'EVE 97 

\feltiiflL ro.ath,erilt:l.tiiCS, eVi~n in· the propositiOnS J • think 
5; This is the strongest 

lriilhfc Doesc:rrte~s .hirrii;elf it is 
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anything:" 

,.,:;<:.c.····'.W/CJ. ; 0 J_ ~/ i.:>f;p 5i.:5~ 
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Descartes therefore l!lust 
Be is no deceiver. Bul: 
The gre~tmedieval 
and Srunt Tholllas, 
ments .that God 
believed to be ·~elt~:~de~ti';'~r\:;;,: 
the . existenCe 

GOd? .GOd. exists, reasons 
necessary designer, ·]lllmlltecr, 
Descartes cannot deduce 
ous ordet ''Of the. world, the ex:i.sbenc~ l>f.I[;O.:I<as}~li{ 
intelligence who designed . w ... ·un•a(Joe<l:liuiie\>jl)es&ffi 
has not yet proved that the world exists. 

GOO EXISTS 103 

have what 
Descartes··.•.makes 

he is not 
. kind ofteality 
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the ne. gation of the nml£e.-. Firlif~td• '''"''"' 
nm.Vet· t)f g0<1anc~ss, 

101. 
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says Descartes; error is the 
my understanding and IllY 

·· · · · clear and distinct 
But Jlly Will 

.to 
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ls;l:h~dltlseofmy idea ofbodies;. my own body. others' 
. is repeating the 

t'he existence of God: He 
eXistence.·.· asia thinking 

astceu what could be the 
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ntn::bEllt>r•g 1:<> tl>hYs:ical things? Did they 'not 
.melted? Are the golden 

qualities? Do 

to .say !!bout the color. and 
of. wax, .of·the 
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being Mthingbut matter ill eal'motiiins of their bodies:~~~;~~~~:~~!~~~~ 
machines were constnicted to look 
teUthemapart.' 

·· The fact 'that animals · 
themsillves, 

bnites·have'.less reason'··than ~;w;~ ~:~·~~~~~~~J·,~~}6~~~~~& all, since it is clear that very 
able to talk.'' An!l although 
times very skillful (as for 
building dams)this ·"shows rather 
all, it is nature which acts 
tion of their organs,. just as a dock, 
wheels and weights, is able to tell the 
time :"'or~ correctlythan we can do 

In opposition ·. · 
Dar\Yiniall th'eory ofevol11tion, 
Ct>!IImon origin of all .living speci~s. 
rationality as rotnpiete'ly 

an unbridgeable gulf, 'Il~~1~~~~Si§;~~~ sioils or separations, but a 
arid functions, from the lowest 
the human species; The 
Catholic theologianshadals() 
of all living species arid 
h••• ·~·· ., lesser natllte 
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:},¢Sic~·ntes~~s ·rh4~or:yof Physical 
·····~lltcLNierltal Substances 

119 

than a mechani
accotd· 

principhls ofgeometty. 
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seen, · as a dear and distinct 
rur ml:lrital or physic:il cannot exist · · 
stibstances. Ymi>remember that :he 
tinct idea to show that myheirrg 
thinking proved .that I exist a5 'a 
is going on. · · 
lilY cle~ and 
that substancl:ls With the ·· 
cause of lilY ideas, NoW we can'nrirtP.1rsf:1orirl 
psychophysic:il dualism is 

. eslformulation 
has'niade 
att'rihllte Ofeach kind 
pal property Of each· I< Jnnl OT 

is my clear and distinct idea orthis thinl!.:·~~~hatcill<fii.v5t:!l"i 

.· and distinctidea of us essen~~ti~~al~~;~·· ~::a[i~W~~:r~~~~~~ . , For mental, spiritllal substa!ice the 
thinking; it is therefore .a 

· starice which is conscious (which means, " .,,. ' 
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overcdme. Fot this ·.r~e~as~ho~n~~~~;~~lid:~.~~~li,f~'~~\~~~i~l extreme example of 1= 
philosophy. · 

The Problem of ,Free 

~u!ti:irs·•ma)o!~rn~6; i~x:~~~(!~,ni~;M~~~~~t~~~~~ 
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Therefore, 

are ,free in 
he specific:. unlimited. 

make 

There .. isin 
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oo ... nstantl~·interat:ting. My .body· influences my 
iiiicl wheir'··miV I:X:ldv: has to . · · ·. · . •. · Thanksgiving 
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metitalsubstance. Mental substance is 
'not,causally determined, not 
but. ronscious, thinking, 
know the true Ideas which are 
Within 
and moral. 
sNi'r jurisdiCtion of the Chtu•ch, 
sCience: Thus the ·cartesian theory 
appeared to· Descartes to effect a 
between the Church and the 

· jtirisdittihn-· · to 
of motion; to the · · . 

lhtimanbeirigsi This. ·· ·· ·. · · · .·· 
~ButDescaites·'himself.was 

·Cal.dualism, He was 
'Between mind an1d l:ioody a,nd he 
was possible 

. M~reo.vet t~e pineal gland " .. •th<>•hnr citlln1:Jt 
unexteirde<l .immaterial soul•can 
the J:ll'ruri; or how the. physicid pineal l!latlld i taiii'i]liavlll•iiDi*' 
effectnpon the imma~erial souL. · 

··•·•·• A last point • on• Descartes's 
Jllentioried; Descartes~s 
deed the i of . 
Jllind 
sian dualism 

BODYAND SOUL 129 



130 DESCARTES· 

SUGGESTIONS· FOR 'FURTHERREADING 

PARTTWO: b:ESCAR.t:ES 

Works ofDescartes: 

b~scartes: Discourse bn Method and MeditatiiJns:,, 1~~~~~a}:~t~1fe,~;i,~······ LaFleur. Indianapolis: BobbscMerrill, 1960. Text a< 
se-nes~ 

iJescarteS: Seledwns, edited by Ralph Eaton. New York: Cli:l.rles s&ibi\er'~ 
S~ns, 1927. ·. .. .. . . . •.. . . . .. . . . • .···.·· •··.·. . .. · ... · .· .. ···· ....... ·· .. ·. ·.·.··•• rne. PhilosophiCal Worb. of Descartes, 2 v~ls. Trnnsl~t~d by E:Si Hlll2 
dmieandG.R.T, Ross. Cambridge; Cambridge Unive~ityPress; 19lhl~; 
1931; Volume II contains criticisms ("Objectiohs~}tothe )\f'editanonsiby 
thook>gians·and philosophersand.Descattes's replies to:them. 

Criticitl Studies: 
Blllz, Albert A, Descartes and the Modern. Mind .. New HolVilJ: Yale 
UniverSity Press, 1952. . . 

Be~k; iL. J . . The.Method of Descartes: A Study ofthi'lll!gufa~. q;,{(;'rjl: 
91arendon Press, 1952. . .. . . . . ... \ .. ;.·.·. .· .·. ...• > J 
B~~k. L.]. The Metaphysics of Descartes: a Studyofthe Medit~fiOns. 
Oxford: .Clarendon Press; 1965. · · · ·· 

D&ney, Willis, ed,iDescartes: A.Collection of Critical Ess~~~. q~~ii 
City, New York: Doubleday-Anch&r, 1967'. · ·· 

~:~u~ ee~;;rt;.: s ~e::::uo~za~;me:· r;,"~·.:;~i~~;!~:r{,{~~l1';~~~rt1 
· Gibson,· A .. Boyce. The Philosophy of Descartes; New 

Russell, 1932. · 

Hllldmie, Ellzabeth S, Descartes: His Life .and 
Dutton, 1905. · 

Keeling, S; V . .Descartes. London: Ernest Benn, 1934, 

Kenny, •Anthony. Descartes:· A Study of His Philoi1t'lphy. ·New.;'\'ork: 
Random House, 1968. · 

BODY AND SOUL 131 


