Cartesian doctrines that Peirce Opposed

A. Foundationalist View of Knowledge—knowledge can be secure only if it is built up from completely certain axioms.

B. Intuitionism (We achieve true knowledge by introspecting and grasping, immediately, a self evident —i.e.,  “irresistible”— principle)

C. Inquiry—> Certainty. Certainty is the Objective of Inquiry
D. Inquiry=Solitary. Inquiry is a solitary activity—certainty may be secured only using a method that is meditative, solitary

E. Inquiry=Purely Intellectual. Inquiry, properly done is Purely Intellectual (emotions, bodily functions, common sense must be set to one side)

F. Self=Disembodied Mind. Cognitivist View of Self—The essence of “me” is my intellect.

G. Substance View of Mind and Matter—mind and matter are substances (as opposed to processes or events) with attributes.

H. Truth is a Correspondence between Idea and External World

I. Doubt is theoretical, hyperbolic, methodical, universal.

Passages From Descartes’ Meditations (1640)

(1) Intuitionism (We achieve true knowledge by introspecting and grasping, immediately, a self evident —i.e.,  “irresistible”— principle)

And in Romans, chap. 1., it is said that they [unbelievers] are without excuse ; and again, in the same place, by these words, “That which may be known of God is manifest in them,” we seem to be admonished that all which can be known of God may be made manifest by reasons obtained from no other source than the inspection of our own minds. (Dedication 2)

(2) Inquiry= Solitary. Inquiry is a solitary activity—certainty may be secured only using a method that is meditative, solitary

And I will also add that they [my proofs ] are such as to lead me to think that there is no way open to the mind of man by which proofs superior to them can ever be discovered. (Dedication 4)

(3) E. Inquiry=Purely Intellectual. Inquiry, properly done is Purely Intellectual (emotions, bodily functions, common sense must be set to one side)
… although I consider the demonstrations  of which I here make use, to be equal or even superior to the geometrical in certitude and evidence, I am afraid, nevertheless, that they will not be adequately understood by many, as well because they also are somewhat long and involved, as chiefly because they require the mind to be entirely free from prejudice, and able with ease to detach itself from the commerce of the senses. (Dedication 5)

(4) E. Inquiry=Purely Intellectual. Inquiry, properly done is Purely Intellectual (emotions, bodily functions, common sense must be set to one side)
C. Inquiry—> Certainty. Certainty is the Objective of Inquiry

I will only say, in general, that all which the atheists commonly allege in favor of the non-existence  of God arises continually from one or other of these two things, namely, either the ascription of human affections to deity, or the undue attribution to our minds of so much vigor and wisdom that we may essay to determine and comprehend both what God can and ought to do; hence all that is alleged by them will occasion us no difficulty, provided only we keep in remembrance that our minds must be considered finite, while Deity is incomprehensible  and infinite. 

…I again undertake to treat of God and the human soul, and at the same time to discuss the principles of the entire first philosophy, without, however, expecting any commendation from the crowd for my endeavors, or a wide circle of readers. On the contrary, I would  advise  none to read this work, unless such as are able and willing to meditate with me in earnest, to detach their minds from commerce with the senses, and likewise to deliver themselves from all prejudice; and individuals of this character are, I well know, remarkably rare. (Preface 9)

(5) Foundationalist View of Knowledge—knowledge can be secure only if it is built up from completely certain axioms.

Several years have now elapsed since I first became aware that I had accepted, even from my youth, many false opinions for true, and that consequently what I afterwards based on such principles was highly doubtful; and from that time I was convinced of the necessity …to rid myself of all the opinions I had adopted, and of commencing anew the work of building from the foundation, if I desired to establish a firm and abiding superstructure in the sciences. (I 17)

(6) Intuitionism (Introspective doctrine of Immediate Knowledge)

Certainty is the Objective of Inquiry

Doubt is theoretical, hyperbolic, methodical, universal

even now my reason convinces me that I ought not the less carefully to withhold belief from what is not plainly certain and indubitable, than from what is manifestly false, it will be sufficient to justify the rejection of the whole if I shall find in each some ground for doubt. … and it is the part of prudence not to place absolute confidence in that by which we have even once been deceived. (I 18) 

(7) Doubt is theoretical, hyperbolic, methodical, universal

E. Inquiry=Purely Intellectual. Inquiry, properly done is Purely Intellectual (emotions, bodily functions, common sense must be set to one side)
But it is not sufficient to have made these observations [that anything which can be doubted should be doubted]; care must be taken likewise to keep them in remembrance. For those old and customary opinions [based on the senses] perpetually recur-- long and familiar usage giving them the right of occupying my mind, even almost against my will, and subduing my belief; … It is for this reason I am persuaded that I shall not be doing wrong, if, taking an opposite judgment of deliberate design, I become my own deceiver, by supposing, for a time, that all those opinions  are entirely false and imaginary, until at length, having thus balanced my old by my new prejudices, my judgment shall no longer be turned aside by perverted usage from the path that may conduct to the perception of truth. For I am assured that, meanwhile, there will arise neither peril nor error from this course, and that I cannot for the present yield too much to distrust, since the end I now seek is not action but knowledge. (I 22)

(8) Cognitivist View of Self

Intuitionism (Introspective doctrine of Immediate Knowledge)

Am I so dependent on the body and the senses that without these I cannot exist… But there [can be supposed an evil demon] who is constantly employing all his ingenuity in deceiving me. Doubtless, then, I exist, since I am deceived; and, let him deceive me as he may, he can never bring it about that I am nothing, so long as I shall be conscious that I am something. … I am, I exist, is necessarily true each time it is expressed by me, or conceived in my mind. (II 25)

(9) Intuitionism (Introspective doctrine of Immediate Knowledge)

Certainty is the Objective of Inquiry
Substance View of Mind and Matter
But since I suppose there exists  an extremely powerful and malignant being whose whole endeavors are directed toward deceiving me [c]an I affirm that I possess any one of all those attributes of which I have lately spoken as belonging to the nature of body ? … I find none of them that can properly be said to belong to myself. … Thinking is another attribute of the soul; and here I discover what properly belongs to myself. This alone is inseparable from me. I am--I exist: this is certain; but how often? As often as I think; for perhaps it would even happen, if I should wholly cease to think, that I should at the same time altogether cease to be. I now admit nothing that is not necessarily true. I am therefore, precisely speaking, only a thinking thing… (II 27)

(10) Intuitionism (Introspective doctrine of Immediate Knowledge)

E. Inquiry=Purely Intellectual. Inquiry, properly done is Purely Intellectual (emotions, bodily functions, common sense must be set to one side)
Inquiry may only proceed if premises are certain
Substance View of Mind and Matter
The question now arises, am I aught besides ? I will stimulate my imagination with a view to discover whether I am not still something more than a thinking being. [But]… to imagine is nothing more than to contemplate the figure or image of a corporeal thing; but I already know that I exist, and that … [what I imagine] are merely dreams [or chimeras]. From this I discover that it is not more reasonable to say I will excite my imagination that I may know more distinctly what I am… I know that nothing of all that I can embrace in imagination belongs to the knowledge which I have of myself, and that there is need to recall with the utmost care the mind from this mode of thinking, that it may be able to know its own nature with perfect distinctness. But what, then, am I ? A thinking thing, it has been said. But what is a thinking thing? It is a thing that doubts, understands, [conceives], affirms, denies, wills, refuses; that imagines also, and perceives.

(11) E. Inquiry=Purely Intellectual. Inquiry, properly done is Purely Intellectual (emotions, bodily functions, common sense must be set to one side)
Intuitionism (Introspective doctrine of Immediate Knowledge)

I will now close my eyes, I will stop my ears, I will turn away my senses from their objects, I will even efface from my consciousness all the images of corporeal things; or at least, because this can hardly be accomplished, I will consider them as empty and false; and thus, holding converse only with myself, and closely examining my nature, I will endeavor to obtain by degrees a more intimate and familiar knowledge of myself. (III 34)

(12) Substance View of Mind and Matter
Cognitivist View of Self

I am a thinking ( conscious ) thing, that is, a being who doubts, affirms, denies, knows a few objects, and is ignorant of many,-- [who loves, hates], wills, refuses, who imagines likewise, and perceives; for, as I before remarked, although the things which I perceive or imagine are perhaps nothing at all apart from me [and in themselves], I am nevertheless assured that those modes of consciousness which I call perceptions and imaginations, in as far only as they are modes of consciousness, exist within me. (III 34)

(13) Intuitionism (Introspective doctrine of Immediate Knowledge)

…what the natural light shows to be true can be in no degree doubtful, as, for example, that I am because I doubt, and other truths of the like kind; inasmuch as I possess no other faculty whereby to distinguish truth from error, which can teach me the falsity of what the natural light declares to be true (III 38)

(14) Truth is a Correspondence between Idea and External World

Of my thoughts some are, as it were, images of things, and to these alone properly belongs the name IDEA; as when I think [ represent to my mind ] a man, a chimera, the sky, an angel or God…Now, with respect to ideas, if these are considered only in themselves, and are not referred to any object beyond them, they cannot, properly speaking, be false; for, whether I imagine a goat or chimera, it is not less true that I imagine the one than the other….

But the chief and most ordinary error that arises in [our judgments] consists in judging that the ideas which are in us are like or conformed to the things that are external to us;(III 37)
















